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APRIL 2023 
Worship Service—Sundays 10 a.m.     Sunday School—Sundays 9 a.m. 

Adult Bible Study—Thursdays 10 a.m. 
 

8867 Kent Street, Portland, MI  48875       Office Phone: 517-647-4473 
Email: portlandstandrew@gmail.com  Website: www.portlandstandrew.com 

 

Rev. Roger Straub, Intentional Interim Pastor 
Pastor’s Phone: 517-230-3872 

 

Home of Wee Grow Christian Preschool 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Andrew, 
 

 
As Easter draws near, I was struck by a yard sign that read, “let’s find hope together.”  I 

was also struck by words of Jesus printed on an envelope in our mail, “Because I live, you 
also will live.” (John 14:19) 

The yard sign left me feeling a little let down; it seemed to suggest that I needed to make 
some effort to find hope.  Jesus’ words lifted me up; they reminded me that hope has already 
found me, in Jesus.  His tomb is empty!  He lives! 

Life in this world often feels hopelessly muddled and, sometimes, seemingly turned 
upside down.  Much happens that leaves us feeling insecure, anxious, uncertain and helpless.  
Holy Week shows us God’s love in the cross of Christ; and Easter shows us our victory over 
death in Christ’s resurrection. 

Looking forward to Holy Week and Easter. Palm Sunday Worship is April 2 at 10am and 
will feature Palms and Holy Communion.  Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion 
is April 6 at 7pm.   Good Friday Worship is April 7 at 7pm.  Easter Worship with Holy 
Communion is April 9 at 10am; it will be preceded by Easter Breakfast at 8:45am. 

It’s been 3 years now since Covid has impacted our lives and the life of the church.  
Along with other churches, St. Andrew has pretty much returned to life as usual and “in 
person” ministry.  Our numbers, however, are not what they were pre-pandemic.  We miss 
many of our people in worship.  It’s my hope and prayer that Holy Week’s focus on our 
Lord’s passion and the Easter joy of his resurrection will lead us all to worship. 

Our Wednesday transition meetings during Lent this year have been well attended and 
very helpful.  Many joys were remembered and shared on March 2 as we interactively 
gathered a history of St. Andrew’s 40 years.  On March 15, we focused on St. Andrew’s 
present.  This focus was insightful and at times a bit uncomfortable, but overall helpful.  It 
prompted an additional meeting for voters on March 25 to work on visions for the future, 
which was our focus on March 29. 

St. Andrew is a congregation in transition.  Transition is challenging, never easy, but 
always hopeful.  Our Lord is faithful to his church.  It’s his church.  We are his people.  He 
loved us all the way to his cross.  He does not abandon us.  He is with us in his resurrection.     

A blessed Holy Week and Easter Season! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Straub 
Intentional Interim Pastor 
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APRIL 

SCHEDULES 
 
 

Acolyte 

2 William Roof (Palm Sunday) 

6 Bella Roof (Maundy Thursday) 

7 Zach Roof (Good Friday) 

9 William Roof (Easter) 

16 Bella Roof 

23 William Roof 

30  Zach Roof 
 

Fellowship 

2 Jeff & Elena Brooks 

9  Easter Breakfast  8:45 a.m. 

16  Jack & Mary Sandborn (Frick) 

23 Sue Ruehs 

30 The Roof Family 
 

Greeters 

2 Sue Ruehs (Palm Sunday) 

6  Tracy Wineland (Maundy Thursday) 

7 Jeff & Elena Brooks (Good Friday) 

9 The Roof Family (Easter) 

16 Dave & Marty Frick 

23 Jack & Mary Sandborn 

30 Jeff & Elena Brooks 
 

Worship Readers 

2 Jeanne Bauer (Palm Sunday) 

6 Elena Brooks (Maundy Thursday) 

7 Mark Haworth (Good Friday) 

9 Chris Roof (Easter) 

16 Jeanne Bauer 

23 Elena Brooks 

30 Mark Haworth 
 

Piano 

Judy Nobis 
 

Altar Guild 

Elena Brooks & Jeanne Bauer 
 

Elder 

Jeff Brooks 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday morning Bible Study is continuing it’s  chapter by 

chapter study of the Book of Acts.  April’s classes will be on 
Acts 21 - 23. There will be no Bible Study on April 26th. 

Sunday’s 11:30 Bible Study will start back up after 
Easter. Please watch the announcements and your 
email for updates. 

Reflecting on the Holy Spirit’s work in the early 
church is insightful for a congregation like St. Andrew in 
transition. Come out and join in! 

FOOD DONATIONS FOR APRIL 

April 16th is our normal 3rd Sunday Food 
collection day and will benefit the Portland area 
Food Banks.  

TWO NOISY OFFERINGS 

On Sunday, April 9th, the Noisy Offering will go to          
The Beacon of Hope. A second Noisy Offering 
will be on April 23rd when the WeeGrow 
Preschool children will be singing for the church 
again. 

Save your change (and bills) and bring them to church and 
drop them in the buckets to help us “Make a Joyful Noise to the 
Lord.” 

FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

Lutherans for Life group at Our Savior Lutheran Church 
(7910 E St. Joe Hwy Lansing, MI 48917-8871) have been 
meeting about every other month, or more frequently if we are 
planning for a project.  Some of us remember when we had a 
“Capital Area Chapter of LFL” with members from many 
various Lutheran churches that met regularly and was involved 
in life issues. If you are interested, the next meeting is 
scheduled for 6:30 pm on April 11, 2023 at Our Savior.  Any 
questions, please reach out to: 

Dennis & Judi Williams 
(517) 321-7907 is a landline with call blocking. Please be 
patient if you call. 
Or email: judik4@hotmail.com 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

On Easter Sunday, please join us at 8:45 a.m. for break-
fast.  We will have French toast, eggs, bacon, sausage, fruit, 
juice and coffee.  We hope you will make plans to join us for 
breakfast...and stay for Easter worship service at 10 a.m.   

A free will offering will be accepted at breakfast. 
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APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

5 Sadie Veale 

14 Tim Perry 

15 Jennifer Chaplin 

17 Coltin Ruehs 

19 John Novara 

 

APRIL 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

17 Tim & Michelle Perry 

19 Kurt & Penny Sandborn 

25 Pastor Roger & Karin 

Straub 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Are You Following God’s Wisdom? 
 

In the beginning, “God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).  In the second chapter of Genesis, 
we learn that God gave life to Adam and Eve, and, in their perfect 
state, they followed and trusted in God’s wisdom.  His wisdom was 
evident to them in His Word and in His creation.  Life was very 
good.  Unfortunately, they sinned, and the perfect image that was 
given to humanity is now damaged.  Original righteousness was lost 
when Adam and Eve ate of the fruit, so they no longer loved, feared, 
and trusted God.  Because of their sin, which separated them from 
God, Adam and Eve now followed the world’s wisdom.  Their 
ungodly living led them from true wisdom to folly and from life to 
death.  Without God, all lives end in sorrow and ruin.  

As Christians, we are rescued from the domain of darkness that 
accompanies the world’s wisdom (Colossians 1:13).  Through the 
work of the Holy Spirit, we are called and enabled to put off our old 
self so that the image of God in us can be renewed as we are made 
righteous and holy in God’s sight (Ephesians 4:22-24).  God’s Word 
frequently reminds us of the foolishness of worldly wisdom.  God’s 
ways are far above the world’s.  “The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men…” (1 Corinthians 1:25).  In His great wisdom, He sent His 
Son, Jesus, Wisdom Incarnate (Proverbs 8), into the world to 
become our sin on the cross.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
we have been reconciled to God.  As forgiven and redeemed people, 
we understand how much we are loved and how we hurt our 
heavenly Father, and ourselves, when we follow the false and 
foolish wisdom of the world. 

Would others identify wisdom as one of your gifts?  How does it 
show?  We need wisdom to understand who we are, what we are, 
and where we are going.  Godly wisdom that leads us to fear, love, 
and follow God is essential if we are to live life wisely.  God’s 
wisdom leads us to be faithful stewards who use our time, talents, 
and money to glorify Him.  With God’s wisdom, we know Whose 
we are.  God through Isaiah said, “Fear not, for I have redeemed 
you; I have called you by name, you are Mine” (Isaiah 43:1).  
Without Godly wisdom, life becomes disjointed, lacking direction 
and purpose.  Proverbs 4:11 promises, “I have taught you the way of 
wisdom; I have led you in the paths of righteousness.”  With God’s 
wisdom, we are able to live prudent lives that give God the honor 
He deserves.   

May God help us all follow and trust His wisdom. 

SAVE THE DATE 

VBS will be Monday, July 31st - 
Thursday, August 3rd—more 

information to come. 



4 

 

LWML  - WOMEN IN MISSION 
May 6th is the date set for the LWML Spring Rally.  Our host will be St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church,  2148 Aurelius Rd.  Holt, Mi.  The speaker for the morning event will be Faezeh Tash, from MSU 
Friendship House, who is from Iran.  She will be sharing more about her story and the work of the 
outreach program at Friendship House in East Lansing.  Mark your calendar to join us for worship, Bible 
Study, and fellowship. 

Our National Mission Grant emphasis this month is Grant # 7 - $100,000  - Training Pastors to serve 
the Church in Russia,  Lutheran Theological Seminary, Novosibirsk, Siberia. 

Because the Lord has placed the mission of the LWML as a treasure of your heart, the efforts of the 
Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church are bringing the Word and Sacraments to the long-repressed 
Russian people through pastoral training provided by the Seminary in Novosibirsk.  This LWML Mission 
Grant has continued to help keep the seminary open. 

Novosibirsk is far from the battle lines of the international conflict involving Russia and Ukraine, but 
the impact is being felt. Thanks be to God that the activities at the seminary continue, and God continues 
to bless its work of preparing future pastors to carry the Gospel to the Russian people and others in the 
area, including the people of Ukraine. 

Mite Box collection will be Sunday, April 2nd.  Please bring your mite box to share in the mission 
offerings that help support  LWML Mission Grants. 

PRESCHOOL SINGING 
SUNDAY, APRIL 23RD 

Wee Grow’s 3 & 4 year olds are scheduled to 
sing during our worship Service on Sunday, 

April 23rd. 

We had a great showing of support for them in 
February and hope you all will join us again! 
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LADIES GROUP 
Our next meeting will take place on April 16th at 9 a.m. in the Conference Room.  All ladies are 

welcome to join us as we plan activities, events and more to support the ministry of St. Andrew.  
 

BOOK TALK 
Our next book is The Florence Legacy by Lauraine Snelling.  Our Book Talk will take 

place on Saturday,  April 22nd at 9:15 a.m. at Fabiano's.  You can visit the Book Talk 
website at https://standrewbooktalk.weebly.com/ to learn a little about the book and the 
author.  Plan to join us on April 22nd to discuss the book and for fellowship - even if you 
haven't read the book.  We hope to see you there! 

 

WEEGROW PRESCHOOL SINGS 
 Wee Grow Preschool students will sing during worship service on April 23.  All preschool students 
and siblings, along with all youth, are invited to enjoy a snack and activity after the service during 
fellowship time.  The Ladies Group will provide the supplies for this, sure to be fun, event.    

 

EASTER GOODY BAGS FOR PRESCHOOLERS 
Before Wee Grow Christian Preschool students left for spring break, an Easter goody bag was tucked 

into their backpacks! The Easter goody bag was filled with Easter themed items such as slap bracelets, 
coloring books, and eggs filled with 'gold' coins with Bible verses on them. The Ladies were pleased to 
provide these for our preschoolers to remind them that Jesus Christ Is Risen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CAMP CONCORDIA SCHOLARSHIPS 
Once again, the Ladies Group is pleased to offer our youth a scholarship to attend Camp Concordia 

this summer.  A $50 scholarship per youth is available to youth attending Camp Concordia. Simply 
register for a camp, then talk to Laura or Elena or any of the ladies to receive a check for $50.  If you have 
any questions about camp scholarships, talk to any of the ladies.  

 

SECRET SOUL SISTER 
If you are a participant in the Secret Soul Sister program, please continue to pray for your SSS and 

provide her with notes, cards and small gifts throughout the year. 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 

Church Finances – February 2023 

For the month, expenses exceeded income by $3039.40. The February 28th checkbook balance is 
$2,634.69. $3,000 was moved from the Discretionary Fund to checking to meet expenses. The 
discretionary fund balance is $28,041.66, and the building fund balance is $3,200.88. The Temple 
Scholarship fund balance is $20,369.97. 

https://standrewbooktalk.weebly.com/
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Sun, Apr 2 - 10 am - Palm Sunday 

Thurs, Apr 6 - 7 pm - Maundy Thursday 

Fri, Apr 7 - 7 pm - Good Friday 

Sun, Apr 9 - 10 am - Easter  

 (Easter Breakfast @ 8:45) 

2023 ALTAR FLOWERS 
The 2023 Altar Flower Schedule is posted on the bulletin board beside the office. Please 

sign up to donate beautiful flowers for our altar all year long!  Due to the rising costs of 
everything, the cost for our Altar Flowers from Country Cupboard has increased to $25 + $5 
(no change) for delivery.   If you are unable to make it in, you can call Shannon at the office, 
Tues - Thurs 9am to 2 pm, and she will add your name to your preferred date(s). 

BEACON OF HOPE 17th ANNUAL GOLF FUNDRAISER 

Pastor Ed Filter will again participate in the Beacon of Hope gold fundraiser to 
provide free Christian counseling to all in the Portland area.  Joe Latusek will serve 
as Pastor's caddy.  Their goal is again to raise a minimum of $1000 though with 
your help the past few years the amount has been over $2000.  The date is Tuesday, 
April 25, 2023 at Clearbrook golf course in Saugatuck.  Pastor will post a 
Facebook fundraiser and you may donate through that or use the form from church 
(in the narthex) to mail in a check or drop the form and check off with Shannon in 
the office. If Pastor and Joe meet their goal by Easter there are incentive prizes so 
consider donating early.  Those who have donated in the past should receive an 
email with the form attached.  Please contact Pastor or Joe with questions."  
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 SUMMER CAMPS STARTING JUNE 11, 2023 
Camp Concordia exists to provide opportunities for children, youth and their families to 

encounter Christ in the midst of God's creation:  Enriching Body and Soul and resulting in strong 
missional skills and actions.  Information about Camp is posted in the narthex or you can go to 
the following link: https://www.campconcordia.org/uploads/1/1/2/3/112309127/2023_summer_1
-page_w_links.pdf  

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER THURSDAY, MAY 4th 
 

The 2023 National Day of Prayer hosted by the Portland Area Ministerial Association (PAMA) is in 

the final planning stages. This has been a longstanding event and it's important and powerful to join 

together in this way. More information will be forthcoming but not in time for this newsletter.  Please keep 

an eye on the Sunday Service Announcements and emails for the location and time of the celebration.. We 

hope to see you there!  

https://www.campconcordia.org/uploads/1/1/2/3/112309127/2023_summer_1-page_w_links.pdf
https://www.campconcordia.org/uploads/1/1/2/3/112309127/2023_summer_1-page_w_links.pdf
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WEEGROW CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

Sandy Peabody, Preschool Director   Phone: 517-526-4147  

We started out the month of March celebrating Dr. Seuss’ Birthday and read a few of 
his books that he has written.  We celebrated with special snacks, eating green jello eggs, 
crafts, Dr. Seuss activities, and painted with frozen watercolors. We made a new hat for 
the cat and won a free book at our book walk. The books were donated by Ionia County 
Collaborative Group and the preschool. 

The following week the pet center was out. The children took care of stuffed dogs and 
cats with medical supplies. We also read the book, “Which Pet Should I Get?” and “Go, Dog, 
Go!” The children learned about the letters d, c and f. They chose to make a dog, cat, or 
fish. The 3-year-old class learned about traffic lights and had hot dogs and fruit traffic 
lights for snack.  

March was also a time to learn about Spring! We celebrated by creating kites, making 
grass head people, and painting spring pictures with kool-aid. We made Easter Baskets and 
started celebrating the Easter Season. Our bible story this month is about how Jesus 
washed the Disciples feet and that Jesus died on the cross for us.  

The 3-year-old class had a chance to go to the Impression 5 Museum and the 4-year-old 
class went to the Stout Farm to learn about maple syrup. After the farm the children went 
to Zug Elite’s Gym for an exercise class. We had a great time!! 

 

The Staff of Wee Grow 

 

 

 

 
 

Registration & enrollment is now open to the public for the 2023-24 school year. The 
$50 registration fee is non-refundable. Our 3-year-old class is Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 8:45 to 11:15. Our 4-year-old class is Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:45-
11:45. Tuition is $110 for the 2-day class and $140 for the 3-day class. If you know of 
someone that would like information or a tour of the preschool, please call Sandy Peabody 
at 517-526-4147. 

APRIL MAY 
3-7 - Spring Break 3 - Farm Day (Both Classes Attend) 

12/13 - 4’s Conferences 10 - Tentative Field Trip (Both Classes) 

23rd - Sing in Church 22/23 - Last Days of School 

 22 - 4’s Graduation @ 6:30 p.m. 

 23 - 3’s End of Year Program @ 6:30 p.m. 
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ST. ANDREW LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Home of Wee Grow Christian Preschool 

8867 Kent Street 

Portland, MI   48875 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

1. Palm Sunday - Worship with Palms and Holy Communion:  Sunday, April 2, 2023 
at 10am.  

2. Maundy Thursday - Worship with Holy Communion: Thursday, April 6, 2023        
at 7pm.  

3. Good Friday - Worship: Friday, April 7, 2023 at 7pm.  

4. Easter Sunday -  Worship with Holy Communion: Sunday, April 9, 2023 at 10am. 

    Join us for Easter Breakfast at 8:45am. 


