
м 

 

NOVEMBER 2025 
Worship ServiceðSunday 10 a.m.     Sunday SchoolðSunday 9 a.m. 

Third Sunday Bible Studyð 11:30a.m.      Adult Bible StudyðThursday 10 a.m. 
8867 Kent Street, Portland, MI  48875       Office Phone: 517-647-4473 

Email: portlandstandrew@gmail.com  Website: www.portlandstandrew.com 
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FROM THE PASTORôS DESK 
Dear Members and Friends of St. Andrew, 
The first Thanksgiving is commonly considered to be the autumn harvest feast in 1621 

shared by English colonists (Pilgrims) and native Wampanoag people in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. In 1777 Congress issued the first national Thanksgiving proclamation; in 1789 
George Washington issued the first Thanksgiving proclamation under the new U.S. Constitution;  
in 1863 Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation designating the last Thursday of November as a 
permanent national holiday, a tradition that continues today. The proclamations invite people to 
observe the day with thanksgiving and praise for blessings such as peace, liberty, a plentiful 
harvest, and with prayers for the nation and for those affected and afflicted by hardship. Today, 
our national Thanksgiving observance has become a four-day weekend of family gatherings, 
food, football, parades, shopping, and the kickoff to ñChristmasò or ñthe holiday season.ò     
Giving thanks is good! Repeatedly, the Psalms invite: ñCome, bless the Lordò ... ñPraise the 

Lordò ... ñO give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures foreverò ... ñI 
give thee thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart.ò  Paul writes in his Letter to the Philippians: ñin 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
Godò (4:6). 
Examples of thanksgiving abound, thanksgiving proclamations are made, people are invited, 

exhorted, and encouraged to give thanks; but, thanksgiving happens, actively and genuinely, 
only when people recognize God as Giver and the source of all that is good in our lives. And, as 
such, giving thanks is not something reserved for just one day a year, but something to be 
practiced every day. 
On Sunday evening, November 23 at 6pm, a Community Thanksgiving Service has been 

planned and is being offered by the seven Churches that make up the Portland Area Ministerial 
Association (PAMA) of which St. Andrew has been a long-standing member congregation. The 
service is happening this year at the Portland United Methodist Church. You are invited to come 
together with other Christians from our community to give thanks. The offering at this service 
will support the ministry of PAMA to help the needy in our Portland community. (In past years, 
our Thanksgiving Eve offering has gone to support the ministry of PAMA. If youôre unable to 
attend the community service and would like to make an offering, you may designate and 
include it along with your regular Sunday offering at St. Andrew.) 
Sunday, September 2, is All Saints Sunday. On Sunday, September 9, children from our 

Wee Grow Christian Preschool will be singing in our worship service. We look forward to 
welcoming them and their families. On Sunday, November 16, at 11:30am, we continue with our 
Third Sunday Bible Study on Parables of Jesus. Our first two in September and October were 
well attended, insightful and much appreciated. The First Sunday in Advent, which begins a new 
church year, falls on Sunday, November 30. In order to have our sanctuary decorated for the 
Advent season, we are planning on ñhanging the greensò Sunday, November 23, following our 
worship service. Everyone is invited to stay and help with the decorating. 
A blessed November and Thanksgiving! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Straub, 
Transitional Vacancy Pastor 
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NOVEMBER 
SCHEDULES 

Acolyte 
2 Bella Roof 
9 William Roof 
16 Bella Roof 
23 William Roof 
30 Bella Roof 
Fellowship 
2  Judy Nobis 
9 Jeff & Elena Brooks 
16  Jack & Mary Sandborn 
23  The Roof Family 
30 Joe & Mary Latusek 
Greeters 
2 Jack & Mary Sandborn 
9  Dave & Marty Frick 
16  The Roof Family 
23  Tracy Wineland 
30 Jeff & Elena Brooks 
Worship Readers 
2  Chris Roof 
9 Jeanne Bauer 
16  Jeff Brooks 
23  Elena Brooks 
30 Joe Latusek 
Music 
Judy Nobis 
Altar Guild 
Judy Nobis & Tracy Wineland  
Elders 
Jeff Brooks & Chris Roof 

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS 
Thursday (10 a.m.) Bible study will be continuing 

the journey through the Gospel of Matthew .  
Our 3rd Sunday of the month morning Bible study 

class on November 16th (11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.), will 
continue to focus on a parable of Jesus. Join us with some coffee 
and snacks in the Fellowship Hall. 

All are welcome, even if you havenôt attended before! 

FOOD DONATIONS FOR NOVEMBER 

November 16th is our regular 3rd Sunday Food 
collection day and will benefit the Portland Area Food 
Banks.  

NOISY OFFERINGS 

On Sunday, November 9th, the Noisy Offering will 
go to the Wee Grow Christian Preschool. Save your 
change (and bills) and bring them to church and drop 
them in the buckets to help us ñMake a Joyful Noise to 
the Lord.ò 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
2 a.m. SUNDAY, NOV. 2nd

 
     

Remember to change your clocks back one hour before you go to 
sleep on Saturday, November 2nd or when you get up Sunday 
morning! 

NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

4 Cameron Roof 
13 Hunter Eldridge 
16 Marion Koeppen 
23  Elizabeth Eldridge 
 

NOVEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

3 Tom & Judy Fryover 
14 Andrew & Mary-Kate 
Mossner 

MY HUMBLE APPRECIATION! 
 

I had just arrived home, pulling into the garage. There was a 
new voice mail. Thinking it was something important from work, 
I listened to the message while still in the car. This was in case I 
needed to return to fix a problem. It started out with a well-spoken 
man saying, ñHi Mark, this is Dr. Rast from Concordia 
Theological Seminary Fort Wayne congratulating you on being 
accepted into our seminaryò.  

I sat in silence for a minute. I felt very humbled. The same 
has been true for the last year. The support from our District and 
circuits has been nothing but love and support. However, even 
more moving has been the support of friends, family and 
especially everyone at St. Andrew! It is impossible to say how 
much I appreciate the prayers, cards, kind words and nosy 
offerings. Thank You to everyone!!! 
  

Humbly Christôs Servant, Vicar Mark 


