NOVEMBER 2025

Worship Service—Sunday 10 a.m. Sunday School—Sunday 9 a.m.

Third Sunday Bible Study— 11:30a.m.  Adult Bible Study—Thursday 10 a.m.
8867 Kent Street, Portland, MI 48875 Office Phone: 517-647-4473

Email: portlandstandrew(@gmail.com Website: www.portlandstandrew.com
Rev. Roger Straub, Vacancy Pastor Mark Haworth, Vicar
Pastor’s Phone: 517-230-3872 Vicar Mark’s Phone: 517-526-1153

Home of Wee Grow Christian Preschool
Phone: 517-526-4147 E-mail: skpeabody@gmail.com

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK S
Dear Members and Friends of St. Andrew, &

The first Thanksgiving is commonly considered to be the autumn harvest feast in 1621 g
shared by English colonists (Pilgrims) and native Wampanoag people in Plymouth, &
Massachusetts. In 1777 Congress issued the first national Thanksgiving proclamation; in 1789 (‘
George Washington issued the first Thanksgiving proclamation under the new U.S. Constitution; ?
in 1863 Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation designating the last Thursday of November as a
permanent national holiday, a tradition that continues today. The proclamations invite people to &
observe the day with thanksgiving and praise for blessings such as peace, liberty, a plentlful Q
harvest, and with prayers for the nation and for those affected and afflicted by hardship. Today,
our natlonal Thanksgiving observance has become a four-day weekend of family gatherings, &
food, football, parades, shopping, and the kickoff to “Christmas” or “the holiday season.”

Giving thanks is good! Repeatedly, the Psalms invite: “Come, bless the Lord” ... “Praise the 3
Lord” ... “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever” ... “I &
give thee thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart.” Paul writes in his Letter to the Philippians: “in @ f
verything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to %
God” (4:6).

Examples of thanksgiving abound, thanksgiving proclamations are made, people are invited, &
exhorted, and encouraged to give thanks; but, thanksgiving happens actlvely and genuinely, (ﬁ
only when people recognlze God as Giver and the source of all that is good in our lives. And, as (~
such, giving thanks is not something reserved for just one day a year, but something to be &
practiced every day.

On Sunday evening, November 23 at 6pm, a Community Thanksgiving Service has been & (~
planned and is being offered by the seven Churches that make up the Portland Area Ministerial &
Association (PAMA) of which St. Andrew has been a long-standing member congregation. The g
service is happening this year at the Portland United Methodist Church. You are invited to come (‘f

together with other Christians from our community to give thanks. The offering at this service @
will support the ministry of PAMA to help the needy in our Portland community. (In past years, &
our Thanksgiving Eve offerrng has gone to support the ministry of PAMA. If you’re unable to
attend the community service and would like to make an offering, you may designate and & (‘
include it along with your regular Sunday offering at St. Andrew.)

Sunday, September 2, is All Saints Sunday. On Sunday, September 9, children from our
Wee Grow Christian Preschool will be singing in our worship service. We look forward to &
welcoming them and their families. On Sunday, November 16, at 11:30am, we continue with our &
Third Sunday Bible Study on Parables of Jesus. Our first two in September and October were g

well attended, insightful and much appreciated. The First Sunday in Advent, which begins a new &
church year, falls on Sunday, November 30. In order to have our sanctuary decorated for the &
Advent season, we are planning on “hanging the greens” Sunday, November 23, following our &
worship service. Everyone is invited to stay and help with the decorating.
A blessed November and Thanksgiving!

n Christ,

Pastor Straub,
& Transitional Vacancy Pastor
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NOVEMBER
SCHEDULES

2 Bella Roof 0 x-
9  William Roof X
16 Bella Roof

23 William Roof

30 Bella Roof

Fellowshi

2 Judy Nobis

9 Jeff & Elena Brooks

16 Jack & Mary Sandborn
23 The Roof Family

30 Joe & Mary Latusek
Greeters

2 Jack & Mary Sandborn
9 Dave & Marty Frick
16 The Roof Family

23 Tracy Wineland

30 Jeff & Elena Brooks
Worship Readers

2 Chris Roof

9 Jeanne Bauer

16 Jeff Brooks

23 Elena Brooks

30 Joe Latusek
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NOVEMBER

BIRTHDAYS

4  Cameron Roof #
13 Hunter Eldridge ‘é
16 Marion Koeppen

23 Elizabeth Eldridge

NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

3 Tom & Judy Fryover
14 Andrew & Mary-Kate
Mossner
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

Thursday (10 a.m.) Bible study will be continuing
the journey through the Gospel of Matthew . Q

Our 3" Sunday of the month morning Bible study )é
class on November 16™ (11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.), will
continue to focus on a parable of Jesus. Join us with some coffee
and snacks in the Fellowship Hall.

All are welcome, even if you haven’t attended before!

NOISY OFFERINGS

On Sunday, November 9®, the Noisy Offering will
go to the Wee Grow Christian Preschool. Save your
change (and bills) and bring them to church and drop
them in the buckets to help us “Make a Joyful Noise to
the Lord.”

MY HUMBLE APPRECIATION!

I had just arrived home, pulling into the garage. There was a
new voice mail. Thinking it was something important from work,
I listened to the message while still in the car. This was in case I

accepted into our seminary”.
I sat in silence for a minute. I felt very humbled. The same

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
2 a.m. SUNDAY, NOV. 2™

Remember to change your clocks back one hour before you go to
sleep on Saturday, November 2™ or when you get up Sunday
morning! Bl

Back




STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Showing our Gratitude

hope. Because of His bountiful blessings, we should be compelled to show our gratitude. Do we? Could

we, at times, be taking all that we receive for granted?
If Christ were to come into our homes in physical form, certainly we would express our thanks in

things. When we know that heaven awaits us, in Jesus, it changes the way we look at life here and now.
Through the eyes of faith, we understand that being thankful to God is the key to living life.

VICAR’S THOUGHTS

Grace, Peace and Mercy from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Hot steaming turkey, ham, stuffing, mashed potatoes, yams covered in brown sugar and
marshmallows are just a few of the festive foods that will show up on our Thanksgiving tables. Grandma,
Grandpa, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and friends are just some of the people that will gather at these
meals where we give thanks.

I wrote a short article for my class on “The Song of Zacharia”. It is found in our Lutheran Service
Book on page 226. It is better known as the “Benedictus”. It is classified as a Song of Thanksgiving

son was to be messenger of God making the way of the promised Messiah. The key verses are 76-77:

76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High,

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people

in the forgiveness of their sins,

The name “Benedictus” is Latin for “Blessed”. Although it is only used in morning Matins, it is one

& of many times scripture tells us how thankful we need to be for God’s only Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, &
& I encourage everyone this month to read Luke 1:68-79 and personally reflect and give thanks to God for &

? everything He does and has given us in our forgiveness of sins and salvation through His Son, Jesus
Q &

Humbly Christ’s Servant,
Vicar Mark




FROM THE TREASURER
Church Finances —September 2025

END OF YEAR CHARITABLE GIVING

As the Christmas and New Year’s holidays approach, you will receive solicitations from many
charities. It has been reported that many of these charities retain a high percentage of your donations for
fund-raising costs. When you contribute to Saint Andrew Lutheran Church:

o 100% of your funds are used to support the missions of our church. The church budget is very
lean.

o A copy of our balance sheet and income statement is available to any member upon request.

o Individual contributions are confidential.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING

We are looking for volunteers to help with Christmas decorating at St. Andrew. Decorating will take &
place on Sunday, November 23" immediately following worship service. This will allow us to have our &
Christmas decor in place for the first Sunday in Advent, which is November 30™. Previous decorating &

take about an hour. We will decorate, fairly quickly, leaving you with the afternoon to enjoy! If you are
available to help decorate, please talk to Tracy Wineland.
i D) ‘

PCFA COAT DRIVE AND GIVEAWAY

The Giveaway was a great success! The school bus was stuffed and
the PCFA was able to help 177 people get coats plus other winter outer
wear on Saturday, Oct 18" All remaining winter gear went to the
many other local charities that were in great need.

Thank you to all who came out and volunteered their time and
efforts with the set-up and giveaway. A special thank you to our St.
Andrew crew: Vicar Mark, Dave Frick, Judy Nobis, Shannon Walsh
and her family who joined her: Mike Barry, Mona Barry, Tyler Barry,
and Katie Barry.




We will work on plans on how we can support St. Andrew. All ladies are welcome to join us as we plan
activities, events and more!

BOOK TALK
Please visit the Book Talk website at https://standrewbooktalk.weebly.com/ to find 3
information on our next book along with the meeting date and location. s

SECRET SOUL SISTER

If you are part of the Secret Soul Sister group, please continue praying for your SSS and showering
er with notes and gifts on special occasions.

Convention highlights from this summer on video and presentations from attendees, Judy, Rebecca,
Laurie, and Kara.

box to fill with your coins, Thank you again for your support of all these Mission Grants!

Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name;
make known among the nations what he has done. Psalm 105:1



https://standrewbooktalk.weebly.com/
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WEEGROW CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL &

& Presch¥ol
g Sandy Peabody, Preschool Director Phone: 517-526-4147
Q In October we were busy exploring fall themes and fire safety. The 4-year-olds

& investigated apples, painted leaves with oil, learned about pumpkins, and made scarecrows.

© We have been working on the numbers 1-5 and the letters A and P. The children found out &
Qif pumpkins would sink or float, planted pumpkin seeds, and learned when we should call © (
& 911. The 3-year-old class learned about being a good friend and painted a picture with & 3
©marbles together. They also decorated pumpkins, painted colorful fall trees, pmchced
& stop/drop & roll, and made fall windsocks.

Q glasses to look at leaves in the woods.

g Both classes enjoyed fall parties. The 4-year-old class made a candy corn craft,

@ played bingo, hammered golf tees into pumpkins, played tfic-tac-toe with gourds, and

Qenjoyed other fall activities. The 3-year-old class tossed candy corn into cups, enjoyed &

& candy corn bowling, made a fall head band, and played other games.

Q We are looking forward to our November activities. We will be learning about what a

& blessing is, all about squirrels/acorns, reading the "The Old Lady that Swallowed a Pie
book, how to make pumpkin pie and other themes. Our bible stories will be about the 10

D lepers and Jesus feeds 5,000.
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Thank You, LORD!



